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Step by Step Pre-school (Billericay)

e-Newsletter Issue 11 — Summer 2008



Barleylands Sponsored Walk


The annual walk at Barleylands Walk will take place on Sunday 18th May.  Sponsorship forms will be available from the Registration desk from 28th April for those wishing to take part.  If you are unable to participate, sponsor you favourite teacher who is taking part!





Pre-school Open Day


We are holding our Open Day on Friday 25th April from 9.30am – 2.30pm for prospective parents wishing to view the Pre-school.  I would be grateful if you could spread the word to any friends/parents you know who have young children coming up to Pre-school age.





Curriculum


For this half term the topics are as follows:


Week 1 — Oceans, S/M, 6


Week 2 — Towns and Cities, A/D, 7


Week 3 — Desert, T/G, 8


Week 4 — Mountains, I/O, 9


Week 5 — Islands, P/U, 10


Week 6 — Flags, L/N, 11


Children are welcome to bring in items to coincide with the week’s topic for ‘show and tell’ at carpet time. 





Special Thanks!


I would like to say a special thanks to all those who supported our Little Urchins Photography, Easter Activities and Table Top Sale.  These events take a lot of effort to put on but I’m pleased to say we raised £183.90, £389.89, £205.11 respectively!  I would also like to correct the final figures for the Quiz Night, the profit was in fact £226.97 in the end so for those of you unable to attend, I’m sure we’ll do it next year!





URGENT: Committee Treasurer


Our current Treasurer resigns from the Committee in July and we need to replace her.  This important role must be filled to enable the Pre-school to continue running.  Our accounts are outsourced so the role is purely a liaison function between the accountant and Committee but it would be beneficial to have knowledge of accounts.  The current Treasurer will be around for a handover period until September so we are keen to have someone in place as soon as possible.





If you would be interested in this role and helping your child’s Pre-school continue to function, please contact the Chairman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ljcamp@btinternet.com" ��ljcamp@btinternet.com�. Thank you.





‘Scores on the Doors’


This is a new countrywide council initiative to define food hygiene in the form of a star award system by publishing an inspection rating on the internet - � HYPERLINK "http://www.scoresonthedoors.org.uk" ��www.scoresonthedoors.org.uk�.  





We have been awarded ‘4 stars’ which is classed as ‘very good’ with good food safety management and a high standard of compliance with food safety legislation (5 is the maximum).  





The system basically focuses on anywhere which supplies food to the public.  We were one of only a handful of early years settings to gain a 4 star rating.  Stewarts Wine Bar and Presence were the only eateries in the High Street represented to receive awards.  The local Infant, Junior and Senior schools were also rated.  Everywhere inspected in the past year has been given a rating from Macdonald's to the Magic Mushroom.  The council hopes people will use the website to view the ratings of local eateries they visit.





This is a wonderful achievement for us and my thanks go to all our staff for maintaining our high standards.





Sports Day


Following the success of last year’s Sport’s Afternoon, we will be organising another on Tuesday 10th June at the Christchurch green on Perry Street from 1.00pm – approx. 2.30pm.  All children will have the opportunity to take part in various races/games.  Parents, family and friends are welcome to bring along a picnic from 12.15pm ahead of cheering the children along.  Refreshments and other items will be on sale.





Sainsbury’s/Tesco Vouchers


We are registered to participate in both of these schemes now, so if you would like to donate any vouchers you collect to help us gain more new resources, please hand them in at the Registration desk.  Many thanks.





Term Dates


The last day of this term will be Friday 23rd May 2008 and we will return on Monday 2nd June 2008 to complete the Summer term.  NB: Please note the Pre-school will be closed on Monday 5th May for the bank holiday.





Donated ‘Pookie’ Book


Many of you were kind enough to donate goods for us to sell at the Table Sale.  We are looking to contact the person who donated the ‘Pookie in Search of a Home’ book.  If this is you, please leave your contact details with the Supervisor and a Committee Member will contact you.





Sickness & Diarrhoea


Please do not bring your child to Pre-school with a high temperature for any reason.  Also please do not return your child to pre-school until 48 hours after sickness or diarrhoea.  This is for the benefit of all of our children.  
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