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Step by Step Pre-school (Billericay)

Newsletter Issue 9 — Spring 2008



Synthetic Phonics


As part of our ‘Risers’ programme, we are introducing Synthetic Phonics which is a system of learning letter sounds using an action i.e. the letter S and the action of a snake.  A variety of new resources will be used at Pre-school and we believe this will be beneficial to the children for their progression at primary school.





Quiz Night


The fundraising team is holding our first ever Pre-school Quiz Night which will take place on Saturday 2 February, 7-11pm at Sunnymede School.  





Tickets cost £8 and include a hot supper, please see the Parents Noticeboard for further details.  





To support this event, please purchase tickets from the Fundraising Team who will be on the landing during the session crossover period in the weeks running up to the event.  Its sure to be a great night and a chance to meet other parents.





Curriculum


For this half term the topics are as follows:





Week 1 — Pre-school Closed


Week 2 — Science, S, 15


Week 3 — Space and Planets, A, 16


Week 4 — Transport, T, 17


Week 5 — Road Safety, I, 18


Week 6 — Chinese New Year and Asia, P, 19





Children are welcome to bring in items to coincide with the week’s topic for ‘show and tell’ at carpet time.  








Welcome back


Happy New Year everyone and a special welcome to our newcomers.  I hope you all had a great Christmas and are looking forward to the year ahead.  We’ve lots in store for the parents and children so please read on.





Nearly New Table Top Sale


In preparation for our nearly new sale due to take place on 29 March at the Mayflower Hall in Chapel Street, we would be grateful for any donations for resale at this event.  





It’s a great way of making use of unwanted Christmas presents while helping the Pre-school to raise funds!  So if you have anything you are able to contribute, there is a plastic crate located on the main landing for items to be placed in.





Reminders


Risers attendees – Please ensure where possible your child arrives in time for the 1pm start of this session, to ensure they avoid missing a valuable part of Phonics teaching.





Signing out — Please remember that once your child is collected and signed out, they are no longer the Pre-school’s responsibility. Staff do remain vigilant, however, they may be carrying out duties required of them when children have been signed off the register and collected.





Sickness — Please do not bring your child to Pre-school with a high temperature for any reason.  Also please do not return your child to pre-school until 48 hours after sickness or diarrhoea.  For other infectious diseases, please observe the exclusion times given by your GP or the Pre-school staff.  This is for the benefit of all of our children.  Many thanks.








Fundraising Support


Following the widely enjoyed and supported Christmas colouring competition and party, I would like to thank you all for your continued support of these Pre-school events.  All funds raised will be reinvested into our Pre-school. 





Little Urchins Photographer


This studio offers you and your family the opportunity to dress up in times past and be photographed on 8 February from 9am-4.30pm at the Pre-school. 


 


If you would like to participate, please add you name to the list which will be located on the Parents Noticeboard this week.  Please arrive 5 minutes before your time slot to allow for changing into costumes.  All children attending sessions on this Friday will have their picture taken during the session.





Term Dates


The last day of this term will be Friday 8th February 2008 and we will return on Monday 18th February 2008 to complete the Spring term. 





Have your say…


We are always looking for new members to join the Committee.  The Committee is an essential part of how the Pre-school runs.  If you are interested in coming aboard, please contact Lisa Campbell on 01277 634881.
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