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Step by Step Pre-school (Billericay)

e-Newsletter Issue 13 — Autumn 2008



Katwalk Fashion Show


We are organising a fashion show for Mum’s and other female family members on Friday 10th October.   The items available are manufactured by the factories that make clothes for leading high street stores, so I’m sure you’ll see some similarities!  





Tickets for this event will be on sale from 29th September at a price of £5 which will include a glass of wine and nibbles.  Other drinks will be available on the night for a small charge.





Fundraising


Following a full programme of fundraising last year, I’d like to thank you for your continued support of our events and advise you how the money (over £3000) has been spent.  We have been able to renew many old toys and buy some extras/additions, we have new storage cabinets in the main hall which allow the children to self-select equipment (an Ofsted requirement) and new tables for the children as the others were well worn.  During the holidays we installed a new food preparation area, and intend to try to attain the Council’s Silver Health Eating Award, and we’ve improved our staff office environment to meet H&S standards.  Finally, we’ve been able to select some new equipment with the Sainsbury’s/Tesco vouchers you gave in so many thanks for supporting these initiatives.





Curriculum


For this half term the topics are as follows:





Week 1/2 — Poems and Rhymes, S, 1


Week 3 — Holidays, A, 2


Week 4 — Africa, T, 3


Week 5 — Elmer, P, 4


Week 6 — Park, I, 5


Week 7 — Looking after the Environment, N, 6


Week 8 — Autumn, C, 7





Children are welcome to bring in items to coincide with the week’s topic for ‘show and tell’ at carpet time. 





Welcome Back Everyone!


I hope you’ve all enjoyed a good summer break and I’d like to extend a special welcome to all our new children and parents who started with us this term.  I’d also like to welcome three new recruits onto permanent staff – Arleen Denholm, Jenni Hamilton Morris and Susan McInerney.  


Finally it’s with regret that I am advising you of my resignation which will be effective from the next AGM.  It’s been a tough year for everyone with many challenges and changes to adapt to, so I’m pleased to be passing the baton onto a new team to support our staff.





New Executive Management Committee


I have previously mentioned that our Treasurer, Tracey Horner, would be leaving us so I’m pleased to announce Marie Loizidies has agreed to take over from her.  Niki Dole has agreed to take over from me as Chairman, ably assisted by Sarah Rennnett as Vice Chairman.  Sarah’s move has paved the way for Carla Thorogood to become our new Secretary and lastly, Alison McGowan has stepped up to manage our fundraising efforts so I’d like to wish the new team every success in taking the Pre-school forward over the next year.  The handover process has begun and will be completed by the AGM on 12th November.





These changes do however leave several places on the Fundraising Sub-committee so if you would be interested in helping your child’s Pre-school run, please do volunteer to join the committee as it can be very rewarding.  Audrey Osborn has already accepted the challenge so welcome aboard!  You can contact us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@step-by-step.org.uk" ��admin@step-by-step.org.uk�








Southern Photographic @ Pre-school


We will be holding our Family Photograph Day on Wednesday 22nd October for all pre-school children, their families and siblings – everyone is welcome!  If you would like to take part, please book your preferred session time on the appointment sheet located on the noticeboard.








Term Dates


The last day of this half term will be Friday 24th October 2008 and we will return on Monday 3rd November 2008 to complete the Autumn term. 





Halloween Fancy Dress Party


We will be holding a late afternoon Halloween Fancy Dress Party on Friday 31st October.  





Further details on this event and ticket sales will be posted on the Parents Noticeboard nearer the time, so please keep looking but in the meantime reserve the date in your diary!





IMPORTANT: Sickness & Diarrhoea


Please do not bring your child to Pre-school with a high temperature for any reason.  Also please do not return your child to pre-school until 48 hours after sickness or diarrhoea.  This is for the benefit of all of our children.  
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