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I hope you’ve all enjoyed a good Half Term break. We have lots in store for you so please read on.
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Curriculum
For this half term the topics are as follows:

Wk 8 (28/2) – My Home/Letter e/Number 8
Wk 9 (7/3) – Life Cycles/Letter h/Number 9
Wk 10 (14/3)–Life Cycles/Letter m/Number 10
Wk 11 (21/3) – Spring/Letter d/Number 11
Wk 12 (28/3) – Spring/Letter g/Number 12
Children are welcome to bring in items to coincide with the week’s topic for ‘show and tell’ at carpet time. 
Ofsted Inspection
The pre-school was inspected on the morning of Wednesday 9th February.
We were awarded a ‘Good’ rating overall and Grade 2 – (Good) in every judgment aspect.  For the purposes of these inspections Good means ‘Practice is strong. Our report reads very positively and we were satisfied the inspector had recognised much of the good work we do. She mentions our  “…..very warm and welcoming environment” and how our children develop well, stating …..”children’s progress is fully maximised”. A full copy of the report will be provided to you all when officially published.
Well done to all the staff at Step By Step for helping the Pre-School achieve a fantastic judgement.

Fundraising News

Valentine’s Disco
A very good time was had by all who attended the disco on Saturday 12th February.
The children made cards and decorated cakes as well as danced to their favourite songs.   It was lovely to see some of our new parents in attendance and we thank
those who supported this event.
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Dates for your Diary
Easter Event
The Pre-School will be holding it’s annual Easter Event on Wednesday 6th April. This will involve lots of fun activities for the children. Details will be posted on the notice board nearer the time.

Sponsored Walk
This yearly event, held at Barleylands will be on Sunday 22nd May. More details to follow.
Social Events

Mother’s Day Night Out. Our annual ladies night out will be held on Thursday 31st March at The Crown from 8pm. You will be receiving ‘special’ invitations in due course.

Open Day

The Pre-School will be holding an Open Day on Friday 8th April from 10am-3pm. This will give prospective parents a chance to visit Step by Step and have a look around. 
Get involved……
If you would like to get more involved with the Pre-School, we are always looking for people to join the ‘Friends of Step By Step’. You can help the Pre-School in a number of ways. For more details email: friendsofsbs@aol.com or speak to any member of staff.
Charity News
Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal
A very big ‘Thank you to Mrs Howlett and her family from Hartnett’s Nurseries, Smallgains Lane, Stock
for looking after the children’s daffodil bulbs over the winter and ensuring they grew!  Donations for Marie Curie Cancer Care are coming in and we will forward to the charity on behalf of the Pre-school.
Charity Half Marathon
A reminder that Committee Member Chrissy Clarke is running the Brentwood Half Marathon on March 20th in aid of Essex Air Ambulance and Step By Step. You can read her blog on the noticeboard and of you want to sponsor her please speak to a member of staff.
One-Off Sessions

If you are in need of some extra time to yourself i.e. last minute hair appointment, doctors, dentist or just a supermarket run, then there are often spare places available in most sessions.  Extra sessions will be charged at the full rate of £12.25.  Please speak to a member of staff for latest availability.  

Having a clear out?

If you have been having a clear out and have any unwanted toys or books these are always gratefully received by the pre-school as they can be sold at our fundraising events.

Reminders

Sickness - Please do not bring your child to Pre-school with a high temperature for any reason.  Also please do not return your child to pre-school until 48 hours after sickness or diarrhoea.  This is for the benefit of all of our children.  

Footwear – Please change your child’s shoes or boots for plimsolls, doodles or slippers before they come into their session.  These are safer to wear, especially for physical activities such as the climbing frame.  Also this will reduce the amount of dirt and water on wet days being brought into the hall.
Naming – Please ensure that you name ALL items of clothing, footwear or bags that your child brings to pre-school.
Term Dates 
Reminder – The end of term for the Pre-School is Friday April 1st. 
We return to school on Tuesday 26th April.
 

STEP BY STEP PRE-SCHOOL (BILLERICAY) 


NEWSLETTER ISSUE 24 SPRING 2011





�





�








Phone: (01277) 654473                                                               www.step-by-step.org.uk
                                                         admin@step-by-step.org.uk


